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State of California
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

Natural Diversity Data Base

License Agreement

You are subject to the following terms and conditions with regard to the purchase and/or use of
data from the Natural Diversity Data Base (NDDB):

1. You are free to make copies of NDDB data or database applications in digital or
hardcopy form for use or distribution within your department, agency, business or
corporation.  Subcontractors may have access to these data during the course of any
given project but should not be given a copy for their use on subsequent, unrelated
work.  We are a cost recovery operation.  Your distribution of unauthorized copies of
our data to individuals or corporate entities outside of your own group compromises our
fiscal resources, and consequently, our abilities to collect and distribute these data to
you.  This copy privilege does not extend to professional organizations, associations or
affiliations.  In these cases, we will negotiate a special rate for organization members. 
Should you be approached by individuals outside your organization for the type of data
that we provide, please refer them to the NDDB.

2. As a professional courtesy, we ask that you acknowledge the NDDB as a source of
your information whenever you use NDDB data in your reports, papers, publications or
in maps that incorporate NDDB graphic elements.

3. You must recognize that the NDDB is dynamic.  We add, delete and change records on
a daily basis.  Consequently, we strongly advise that you plan to update your NDDB
data sets about every six months for most applications of our information.  It is your
responsibility to use a current copy of NDDB data for your analysis or other work.

4. NDDB data require a certain degree of biological expertise for proper analysis,
interpretation and application.  Our staff is available to you by phone to advise you in
the technical aspects of our data.  We can also arrange NDDB training and orientation
for you.  It is your responsibility to insure that the data you obtain from us are not
misapplied.

5. We work very hard to keep the NDDB as current and up to date as possible given our
capabilities and resources.  However, we cannot and do not portray the NDDB as an
exhaustive and comprehensive inventory of rare species and natural communities. 
Field verification for the absence and presence of sensitive species will always be an
important obligation of our customers.  Likewise, your contribution of data to the NDDB
is equally important to the maintenance of the NDDB.


